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Marion Marlins Masters – The Early Years 1980 - 2005 

  
In SA, the original group for Masters Swimming was the Old Time Swimmers League 
which commenced during 1973, largely through the initiative of Doug Openshaw. The 
first meet in March 1973 attracted over 100 competitors. The last meet was held in 
August 1976 at Doug Openshaw’s Pool, Morphett Road, Seacombe Gardens. This was 
the movement that led to the foundation of the AUSSI (Australian Union of Senior 
Swimmers Incorporated) Branch in SA. The South Australian Branch of AUSSI was 
formed in 1978.  

1980   

 
Membership Numbers: 5 
 

 
 

 
 
Chris Potter - 1986  
Founding Member and First Life Member of the Marion AUSSI Swimming Club  
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General: 
 
Marion AUSSI Swimming Club was formed on 4th July 1980 by Chris Potter with an 
initial group of four swimmers: Chris Potter, Wendy Potter, Josie Roberts and Jean 
Crowther. 
  
Inaugural meeting of Marion AUSSI Club held in November 1980 and Club Officials 
were elected. 
  
President:   Eric Maland 
Vice President: Josie Roberts 
Secretary:    Chris Potter 
Treasurer:   Jean Crowther 
Club Captain:  Frank Corcoran 
  
Inaugural members: 
Chris Potter was a keen tennis player suffering shoulder strain when his wife Wendy 
(who wanted to regain fitness through her childhood sport), introduced him to adult 
swimming in 1977. Chris formed Marion AUSSI Swimming Club in 1980. Chris saw 
AUSSI as a place for adults to maintain fitness and enjoy each other's company. 
  
Josie Roberts was one of the 4 original members of the club 
Vice-President in 1980, 1981. Josie was an Interclub Gold medallist in1987 
Marathon runner, triathlete, long distance swimmer, 1986 National Triathlon Champion 
Female 50+, 1987 State Triathlon Champion Female 50+ 
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Articles of Incorporation: 
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1981 

 
Membership Numbers: 35 
 
Coaches: 
Paul Finn 
 
Competitions: 
Pan Pacific Games Sydney September 1981 
Club Members who participated: 
Ron Hardie 
Bronte Edwards 
Mike Gray 
Ted Webb 

  
 
The first Interclub swim meet was held on the 15th October 1981 at Doug Openshaw’s 
Pool. 
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General: 
The Inaugural Marion AUSSI AGM held In March 1981 with twelve financial members 
present. 

1982  

 
Membership Numbers: 47 
 
Training Venues:  

 Marion Outdoor Pool: 30 swimmers attended Tuesday and Thursday evenings in 
Summer 

 Doug Openshaw’s Pool: 5-10 swimmers on Saturdays 

 Winter training was conducted at Doug Openshaw’s pool. 
 
Coaches: 
Paul Finn 
 
General: 
In 1982 there were 47 financial members of the club and the membership fee was $15 
($7.50 National, $1 to SA Swimming Association, $1.50 to AUSSI SA) 
 
Each swimmer had their own reasons for being involved in AUSSI and it was important 
to stress the main objective of “Fitness and Fun”. 

1983  

 
Membership Numbers: 75 
 
Training Venues:  
4 Lanes booked at Marion Outdoor Pool for Summer Season 1983-84 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 6pm to 7pm 
 
Week night sessions averaged 50 swimmers 
Saturday sessions averaged 30 swimmers 
 
Coaches: 
Paul Finn 
Arthur Ballantyne (coach of Glenn Beringen Olympic Silver Medallist and Australian 
Swimming Coach) coached for the remainder of the winter season 1983 
Sybil Killmier: Summer Coach 
Rod Ross: Summer Coach 
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Competitions: 
Interclub 1983   
25m and 50m events offered 
Once you had swum 100m, you could no longer enter a 25m event 
 
State Cup August 6th 1983 
State and National Records set by Ken Sarson, Heidi Tucker, Ted Geary and Meredith 
Jarvis 
 
Social:  
Social high point of the year was the State Dinner at which 35 members ate, drank and 
caroused! 
 
General: 
Jenny Hayman introduced a comprehensive bi-monthly newsletter, which she produced 
in 1983 and 1984. 
 
In 1983, the number of swimmers was increasing and it was decided that a Greeter was 
required. When the swimmers arrived at the pool for training they were met by Greeter, 
Ted Geary. 
 
Ted Geary began swimming at age 44. He joined Adelaide Masters in 1982 and then 
moved residence in 1983 and became a member of Marion AUSSI Club. Ted was a 
prolific distance swimmer. He completed 112 Long Swims by mid1983. Finished 3rd in 
the Glenelg Commemoration Day Swim in 1983. Completed 25 official Henley to 
Grange Long Swims. 
Ted introduced his brother-in-law, Bill Stevens to the club who was a very strong 
swimmer and later became Club President. Ted collected the money and recorded 
those who were swimming at that session.  On Saturdays, there was a rotating roster of 
Swimmer Greeters who got into the pool late for their training session after completing 
their greeting duties. The treasurer would then tally the money and take it to the bank 
three times per week. 
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1983 Swimmer Greeters: 
Chris Potter 
Chris Branson 
Meredith Jarvis 
Di Ross 
Phil Williams 
Darryl Hawkes 
Frank Corcoran 
 
New Age Groups for Relays Competition introduced: 
Prior to this clubs had to find relay teams of swimmers in the same age group, ie 30 to 
40 years, 40 to 50 years. It was proving quite difficult to fill relay teams, so this new 
system was introduced enabling swimmers of various ages to compete in the same 
team as long as the ages of the four swimmers added up to the total ie 30year old, 60 
year old, 70 year old, 80 year old swimmer would swim in 240 and over, or four young 
swimmers in their 20s could compete in 120 and under. This enabled most swimmers in 
the club to participate in relays. 
 
Darryl Hawkes carpentered the Club Notice Board 

1984 

 
Membership Numbers: 90 
 
Training Venues:  
 
Winter training at Doug Openshaw’s Indoor Pool 
 
Summer morning training at Marion Outdoor Pool 
 
Coaches: Sybil Killmier, Rod Ross 
 
Competitions: 
Brighton to Glenelg Long Swim 
Semaphore to Largs Long Swim 
Commemoration Day Long Swim 
Blue Lake Classic 
West Lakes Long Swim 
Swim Through Renmark 
Henley to Grange 
Swim around Delfin Island 5.8km 
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APRIL 1984 Nationals in Melbourne 
Maryanne Heffernan 
Bill Jamieson 
Darryl Hawkes 
Rex Aughey 
Jon Davies 
Bill Barratt 
Meredith Jarvis 
 
October 1984 Interclub Marion Club finished 2nd overall at conclusion of series  
 
Social:  
1984 Social Event fancy dress “P” Party at Darryl Hawke’s home  
 

 
1. Joan Hawkes, Darryl Hawkes, Di Ross, Rod Ross, George Norberts, Monica 

Osborne  
2. Cathy Agostini, Steve Watson, Carmel Lanyon 

 
November 1984 Wedding of Maryanne Heffernan and Steve Watson 
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General: 
 
The Marion AUSSI club was officially affiliated with the amateur Marion Swimming Club 
which was full of young swimmers mostly aged under 20 years training at the same 
venue at different times but using the same facilities and adopting Marion colours 
(Marion Swimming Club current members include Olympic gold medallists Kyle 
Chalmers, Madi Wilson, Meg Harris, Matt Temple) Marion AUSSI members would time 
keep for some Marion Swimming Club Sunday morning time trials and share club 
breakfast afterwards 
  
1984 after Nationals club name changed to Marion Marlins 
 
March 1984 new club bathers designed by Maryanne Heffernan 
  
In 1984, a rotating roster of swimmers fulfilled the role of Greeter. 
 

 Chris Potter 
 Chris Branson 
 Meredith Jarvis 

 Di Ross 
 Phil Williams 
 Darryl Hawkes 

 Frank Corcoran 
 

 
Club coach Rod Ross swimmers in one hour swim 1984 
 



Page 11 of 98 
 

 

 
Diane Ross, Rod Ross at Doug Openshaw's Pool 1984 

 
Darryl Hawkes 1984 
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1985  

Membership Numbers: 150 
 
Training Venues:  
Summer training: Marion Outdoor Pool 
 
Winter Training: Doug Openshaw Pool 
 
Coaches: Craig Jones, Sybil Killmier  
 
Competitions: 
Marion Club received Runner Up Trophy for Interclubs 1985 
National Championships March 1985 in Canberra competitors were: 
 
Bill Barratt 
Jon Davies 
Carolyn Fleming 
Colin Hunt 
Bill Jamieson 
Phil Williams 
 
Social:  
BBQ hosted by Colin Hunt and Carolyn Fleming at Longwood in May 
 
General: 
  
Introduction of bigger newsletter Marion Marliner which included photos 
 
Club Marlin logo designed by Bob Sobels, husband of member Anne Krischock in 1985 
 
1985 First Club Uniform introduced - Marion Marlin T Shirts 
 
 In 1985, a rotating roster of swimmers fulfilled the role of Greeter. 

 Chris Potter 
 Chris Branson 
 Meredith Jarvis 

 Di Ross 
 Phil Williams 
 Darryl Hawkes 
 Frank Corcoran 
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Darryl Hawkes started using his home computer (Commodore 64) to record club details: 

 Current membership details for Greeters 
 Members Swim times 
 Printing of address labels for Newsletters 

 Production of Club Stationery Letterhead 
 
Triathlon started in SA in 1985. Coach Rod Ross introduced swimming training to local 
triathletes and invited them to swim with Marion AUSSI club. These swimmers 
eventually went on to form Marion Meteors Triathlon Club in 1988 with Leon Holme as 
President. 
 
Marion AUSSI members Monica Osborne, Helen Agostini, Alison Jarvis all life members 
of the Marion Meteors Triathlon Club.  
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1. Meredith Jarvis set a new AUSSI swim 200m breastroke record 
2. Marion AUSSI Coach Rod Ross 
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1986 

Membership Numbers: 161 
 
Coaches: Sybil Killmier, Craig Jones and Alison Martin 
 
Competitions: 
1986 Interclubs had a total of 4 individual events including 200m own choice and a 
Mens and Womens Relay 
 
July 12th - 16th 1986 FINA-MSI World Swim Meet Japan Yoyogi Swimming Centre  
 
Jon Davies 
Anne Krischock 
Carolyn Fleming 
Rod Ross 
Sybil Killmier 
 
October 1986 Alice Springs First Central Australian Masters Games  
Marguerite Wardle 
Marcia Ragless 
 

 
1986 Masters Games Adelaide Aquatic Centre 
Back row: Richard Pike, Chris Potter, Bill Barrett, Val Dobie, Libby Taylor 
Front row: Heidi Tucker, Meredith Jarvis, Marcia Ragless 
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Social:  
2nd December 
Social chicken pizza and salad night 
 
30 Marion swimmers attended a banquet at Leijing Chinese Restaurant on Morphett 
Road in September 
 
BBQ at coach Sybil Killmier's house April 1986 

 
Monica Osborne, Liz Bland, Alison Jarvis 
 

 
Phil Jacques, Teresa Jacques, Liz Bland, Debbie Carroll at Sybil Killmier's gathering 
1986 
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General: 
It was noted that club loses about 60% of membership when changing over from 
Summer outdoor training to Winter indoor training  
  
1986 Chris Potter awarded first Life Membership of Marion AUSSI 
In 1986, club volunteer, Keith Harris, was appointed Club Greeter and he got to know all 
the swimmers. Keith was a friendly man, welcoming all swimmers to the training 
session. As Keith did not train with the club, this enabled all the swimmers to swim for 
the full sessions and not get in the pool late. 
  

 
Craig Jones was a Marion AUSSI coach and swimmer 1986 
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Ted Geary and Bill Stevens 

 
National Masters Competition – Marion AUSSI placed 6th 
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1987   

  
Membership Numbers: 141 
 
Coaches: Sybil Killmier, Keith Weidner 
 
Competitions: 
Long Distance Time Trials  
State Records 
Helen Agostini 800m 1500m 
Alison Jarvis 800m 
Marcia Ragless 800m 
Meredith Jarvis 400m 800m 
Di Ross 800m 1500m 
 
1987 Marion Marlins maintained second overall place at conclusion of Interclub Series 
 
Social:  
6th December Christmas BBQ and Tennis Party at the home of Jon Davies 
 
1987 Marion AUSSI Quiz Night  
Somerton Park Community Centre, Tarlton St  
 

 
Coach Sybil Killmier, Ron Hardie, Anne Krischock, Peter Cragen, Deb Carroll 
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Teresa Jacques, Anne Krischock, Chris Potter 

 
Anne Krischock, Ron Hardie, Kent Taylor 

 
Deb Carroll, Phil Jacques, Liz Bland 
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General: 
 
Club bathers, caps and rugby tops now available 
 
1987 Greeters:  

 Keith Harris 
 Ossie Osborne, husband of swimmer Monica Osborne 
 Howard Jarvis, husband of swimmer Alison Jarvis 
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1988 

Membership Numbers: 98 
 
Coaches: Keith Weidner appointed as morning training coach and Sybil Killmier 
 
Competitions: 
World Masters Brisbane October 9th-16th 1988 
  
Alison and Howard Jarvis 
Helen Agostini 
Helena Malgorzewicz 
Monica Osborne 
Josie Roberts 
Sybil Killmier 
Jon and Ann Davies 
The Ragless family (Marcia, Leigh, Brenton, Andrew, Natalie) 
Anne Krischock 
Don Redpath 
Rod Ross 
  
Central Australian Masters Games 
October 20th to 23rd 1988 
  
Ted Geary 
Bill Stevens 
 
Annual Sate Swimming Cup Championship 
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1988 Club 3rd place overall at conclusion of Interclub Series 
 

 
Interclub September 1988 North Adelaide: Jon Davies, Juan Castro, Camille Eames 
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West Lakes Long Swim 1988 Ted Geary 
 

 
West Lakes Triathlon 1987 
Alison Jarvis, Monica Osborne, Josie Roberts, Chris Potter 
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Social:  
Schnitzel Nights in May 
Pizza Night in June 
Participated in the Glenelg Christmas Pageant to represent the club along with Marion 
Swimming Club members 
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Half-yearly dinner a popular event 
 
Christmas Party after training 1988 
 

 
Richard Pike, Monica Osbourne, Marlene Kempster, Ossie Osborne, Helen Agostini, 
Alison Jarvis 
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General: 
 
Jenny Hayman RIP  
No more will we enjoy Jenny’s love of life, friendly manner, chattering at training and her 
special pink swimming cap. 
  
Inaugural Brighton Long Swim Planning Committee 

 Meredith Jarvis 

 Chris Potter 
 
Marion conducted Commemoration Day Long Swim. First long swim from Brighton to 
Glenelg 1988. Individual or team swim 
  
 
Dual membership offered to Marion Meteors Triathlon Club members training and 
competing with Marion Marlins 
  
1988 Greeters 
Monday and Wednesday Mornings: Ossie Osborne, husband of swimmer Monica 
Osborne, mother of 8, learned to swim in her mid fifties at Doug Openshaw’s Pool.                                            
Tuesday, Thursday evenings and Saturday mornings: Howard Jarvis, husband of 
swimmer Alison Jarvis. 
These two Greeters worked together until 1992, with Howard Jarvis working as Greeter 
until late 1998. Long term Greeter Howard Jarvis also held the voluntary position as the 
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reliable Club Treasurer for ten years from 1988 to late 1998, a few months before he 
passed away in December 1998. 
Monica Osborne, Alison Jarvis and Helen Agostini became Life Members of the Marion 
Meteors Triathlon Club. 
 
 

 
1988 training session 
Back row: Bill Barrett, Libby Taylor, Val Dobie, Grant Davies 
Middle row: Chris Potter, Marcia Ragless 
Front row: Richard Pike, George Norberts, Heidi Tucker 
 

1989 

 
Membership Numbers: 102 
 
Coaches: Sybil Killmier 
 
Competitions: 
Hosted Meadows Long Swim on 26/2/89 as a memorial to Jenny Hayman (a very 
popular club member who passed away from cancer) 
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Chris Potter, Marcia Ragless, Peter Cragen, Sybil Killmier at Meadows Long Swim in 
honour of Jenny Hayman  
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After long swim 1989: Ted Geary, Di Ross, Chris Potter 
 
Second Place overall at conclusion of Interclub Series 
  
Second Australian Masters Games October 1989 Adelaide Aquatic Centre 
 
General: 
 
Marion Committee ran the State Interclub Presentation Night Nov 18th 1989 Hackney 
Hotel 
 
SA Interclub Presentation Dinner  - “Hats” Theme  
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Ken Sarson, Howard Jarvis, Alison Jarvis, Helen Agostini 
 

 
Camille Eames, Meredith Jarvis, Marcia Ragless, Shirley Chamberlain, Jeff Bond 
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Several swimmers completed the Advanced Resuscitation Course in collaboration with 
Seacliff Surf Life Saving Club 
 

 
 

1990 

Membership Numbers: 75 
 
Coaches: Sybil Killmier, Jim Fuller, Keith Weidner 
 
Competitions: 
Marion AUSSI hosted Brighton Aquathon February 18th 1990 
4k swim 
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2k swim 
2k swim + 5k run 
 
2nd overall club in Interclub competition 
Interclub Presentation Night Warehouse 1923 at Port Adelaide “Roaring Twenties” 
theme 
 
Rod Ross represented Marion, swimming at the World Masters Games in Rio de 
Janiero in 1990. 
 
Central Australian Masters Games 1990 
  
Ted Geary 
Monica Osborne 
Mary Folland 
Marcia Ragless 
Josie Roberts 
Helena Malgorzewicz 
Helen Agostini 
Bill Stevens 
Alison and Howard Jarvis 
 

 
Alison Jarvis, Monica Osborne, Helen Agostini 
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Alison Jarvis, Monica Osborne, Helen Agostini 
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Josie Roberts, Monica Osborne, Helen Agostini, Alison Jarvis 
 

 
Darwin Nationals 1990s: Bill Stevens, Vanessa Dorn, Ted Geary 
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State Cup 1990 
 

  
Founding President Chris Potter competing in Brighton Aquathon hosted by Marion 
AUSSI February 1990 
 

 
Jon Davies, Marcia Ragless at Port Noarlunga Long Swim 1990 
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Social: 

 
Liz Bland at Christmas in July 1990 
 
Glenelg Christmas Pageant 1990 
 
Ready to participate in Glenelg Christmas Pageant representing Marion Marlins 
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Meredith Taylor and Anne Krischock 
 

 
Howard Jarvis, Marlene Kempster, Chris Potter, Marguerite Wardle 
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Interclub Presentation 
Roaring Twenties Dinner Dance August 1990 

 
Teresa Jacques, Camille Eames, Fern Bastin, Marguerite Wardle, Deb Carroll, Tom 
Bland, Liz Bland  
 
Christmas Party Marion Outdoor Pool 1990 

 
Brenton Ragless, Anne Krischock, Coach Sybil Killmier, Andrew Ragless 
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Chris Potter, Anne Krischock, Marcia Ragless, Ron Henry 

1991 

Membership Numbers: 88 
 
Coaches: 
Jim Fuller, Keith Weidner, Robyn Brown and Charlie Knight 
Robyn Brown appointed coach 
 
Competitions: 
Ted Geary completed his 25th official Henley to Grange Long Swim and was awarded 
with a plaque 
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1991 State Cup 
 

 
 
Social:  
August 1991 Car Rally 
  
Marion hosted the social gathering after State Cup September 1991 
  
Christmas Party at Marion Pool 
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January 1991 Wedding of club swimmers Meredith Jarvis and Kent Taylor  
 
The Lakes Resort, West Lakes 6th January 1991 

 
Awaiting Meredith and Kent Taylor's Wedding Reception, Debbie Carroll, Jeff Bond, Liz 
Bland, Tom Bland 
 

 
Shirley Chamberlain, Fern Bastin, John Smith, Ron Henry 
 
General: 
 
October 1991 Helen Agostini (mother of Maryanne Heffernan) World Champion 
Triathlete 65-69 years  
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Sybil Killmier retired from long term coaching and was awarded honorary Life 
Membership in 1991 
  
Howard Jarvis is thanked at AGM for the great job and many hours he puts in as 
Treasurer and general roustabout 
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AGM Park Holme Tennis Club Rooms 1991 
 

 
Darryl Hawkes, Mary Folland, Liz Bland, Kent Taylor, Howard Jarvis, Peter Cragen 
Barbara Sanderson, Deb Carroll, John Hood, Robyn Quinn, Anne Buchanan 
inset Marlene Kempster 
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Josie Roberts Foundation Member of Marion AUSSI club 
 

 
 

1992  

 

 
Membership Numbers: 80 
 
Coaches: Charlie Knight, Keith Weidner 
 
Competitions: 
Hosted our own Long Swim at Brighton in February 1992 supported by Brighton SLSC 
 
September 1992 Triathlon World Championships Canada  
Helen Agostini 
Alison and Howard Jarvis 
  
State Cup September 1992 
 
1992 Burnside Pool Long Distance Time Trial Swim Meet 
Burnside Pool BBQ after swimming in Long Distance Time Trials 1992 
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Diane Ross, Meredith Taylor 

 
Timekeepers Meredith Taylor, Kent Taylor 
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Social:  
January 1992 Marcia and Leigh Ragless hosted a birthday party for Liz Bland at their 
home 
 
Liz and Tom Bland hosted BBQ after Henley to Grange Long Swim 
 
Hosted social function following 1st Interclub for 1992 
 
August 1992 Car Rally 
 
Winter Whoopee Asian Buffet Night  
Car Rally in August 
Night of the Stars Presentation Dinner at Esplanade Hotel Brighton 
President's picnic October Burnside Pool 
  
Tom and Liz Bland hosted barbeques at their home on the Esplanade at Henley Beach 
after Long Swims; particularly the annual Henley to Grange Long Swim. 
 
Mid Winter Function at Deb Carroll’s house 

 
Vanessa Dorn, Jeff Bond, Leigh Ragless, Bill Stevens, Howard Jarvis, Deb Carroll, 
Alison Jarvis, Marguerite Wardle, Helen Agostini, Peter Cragen, Robyn Quinn, Liz 
Bland, Tom Bland, Anne Krischock, Vik Sprogis 
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General: 
 
New club tracksuits designed and orders taken 
April 1992 Club provided timekeepers and helpers for Special Olympics 
  
Liz Bland joined Marion Aussies in the early 1990s and was a regular at training. She 
was also very active socially and members enjoyed several parties at her place. When 
she met and married Tom she brought him along to the club. Tom went on to be 
President of our club for several years. Liz was an amazing hostess; always friendly, 
bright, bubbly and welcoming. Tom and Liz opened their home on many occasions for 
club social functions including the mid year dinner and Christmas in July. 
 
Ragless family all swimming with Marion. (Brenton Ragless, Channel 9 Newsreader, life 
member of Marion Swimming Club and an Ambassador for SAALC)
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1993 

 
Membership Numbers: 95 
 
Coaches: Robyn Brown, Marcia Ragless, Scott Hardie ( son of Ron Hardie) 
 
Training Venues:  
Winter Training  
Adelaide Aquatic Centre Tuesdays 7-30pm to 9pm,  Saturdays 11am to 12 noon  
Noarlunga Aquatic Centre Tuesdays and Thursdays 6pm to 7pm  
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Competitions: 
Hosted January 1993 Brighton Long Swim and Aquathon, supported by Brighton SLSC 
Hosted BBQ afterwards 
 
Brighton Long Swim and Aquathon January 1993 

 
Vanessa Dorn, Meredith Taylor, Kent Taylor 
 
Marion club was awarded the runners up position in both the Interclub series and the 
State Cup. 

 
Interclub Adelaide Aquatic Centre 1993 
Alison Jarvis, Helen Taylor, Dean Taylor 
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Interclub 1993 

 
Peter Cragen, Marguerite Wardle 

 
 
 
Interclub 1993 

 
Helena Malgorzewicz, Helen Agostini 
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Social:  
Mid winter dinner held at Ginling Restaurant in July 
 
Bus trip and picnic to Southern Vales Wineries in October 
 

 
Linda Massola, Marguerite Wardle    Vanessa Dorn  
 
General: 
At the AGM special recognition awards were presented to Ossie Osborne, morning 
greeter  and Howard Jarvis, Treasurer, greeter and general liaison officer. “Ossie and 
Howard’s commitment to their duties as greeters is very much appreciated. They do not 
swim, however they still come out to their respective training sessions to collect monies 
etc. for our club. The amount of work that Howard puts into our club is enormous, and 
would easily keep two people run off their feet and their brains in a dither. He has rare 
talents and is a special member of our family.” 
 
1993 AGM 
 

 
Marcia Ragless presenting award to Maryanne Heffernen, Deb Carroll President, 
Vanessa Dorn Secretary 
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Bill Stevens, Deb Carroll 

 
 
Mary Jane Folland, Marcia Ragless 
 

 
Bill Stevens, Marcia Ragless, Darryl Hawkes 
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Club Tracksuits became available which improved club identity and were worn proudly 
at State Cup and National Championships 

1994 

 Membership Numbers: 98 
 
Coaches: Marcia Ragless 
 
Training Venues:  
Winter training venues Thebarton, Noarlunga 
 
Competitions: 
1994 March National Championships, Adelaide Aquatic Centre 
Karen Seebohm (Mother of 4 time Olympian swimmer Emily Seebohm ) organised 
matching bathers for swimmers competing at National Championships 
  
Marcia Ragless represented the club overseas in July 1994 at the Montreal Canada 
World Masters Swimming Championships. Marcia’s three children followed her into 
swimming including eldest son Brenton Ragless, now a Life Member of Marion 
Swimming Club and ambassador of SAALC.  (Brenton is the Channel 9 Newsreader) 
 
1994 Nationals Group photo 
 

 
Front Row: Minna Hotstone, Diane Ross, Robyn Quinn, Barbara Sanderson 
Middle Row: Karen Seebohm, Heather Carbone, John Hood, Vanessa Dorn, Marcia 
Ragless, Mary Folland, Beth Aston, Anne Buchanan 
Back Row: Marlene Kempster, Brian Garvey, Ted Geary, Bill Stevens, Meredith Taylor, 
Richard Pike 
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1994 Masters Games Brisbane 
  
Minna Hotstone 
Robyn Quinn 
Mary Folland 
Monica Osborne 
 
Henley To Grange Long Swim 26-1-94  

 
Leigh Acfield, Lorenz Klass, Brain Garvey, Vanessa Dorn, David Shaw 
 

Henley to Grange Long Swim 1994 
 

 
Front Row: Debbie Carroll, Robyn Quinn, John Hood, Kent Taylor, Mary Folland 
Back Row: Tom Bland, Peter Cragen, David Shaw, Leigh Acfield, Meredith Taylor, 
Marguerite Wardle, Steve Harkness, Jim Fuller, Leigh Ragless 
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Liz Bland, Barbara Carne after Henley to Grange Long Swim 1994 
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BBQ after Henley to Grange Long Swim at Tom and Liz Bland's home, Esplanade 
Henley Beach 1994 
 

 
Meredith Taylor, Marcia Ragless, Leigh Ragless 
 
After Henley to Grange Long Swim 1994 
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Leigh Ragless, Bill Stevens, Meredith Taylor, Tom Bland, Howard Jarvis 
Peter Cragen, Kent Taylor, Helen Agostini, Monica Osborne, Deb Carroll 
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After Henley to Grange Long Swim 1994 
 

 
Back row: Tom Bland, Peter Cragen, David Shaw, Leigh Acfield, Meredith Taylor, 
Marguerite Wardle, Steve Harkness, Minna Hotstone, Jim Fuller, Leigh Ragless 
Front row: Deb Carroll, Robyn Quinn, John Hood, Kent Taylor, Mary Folland 
 
 
Social:  
Liz and Tom Bland hosted a bon voyage evening for Marcia and Leigh Ragless heading 
off  to World Masters Swimming Championships in Canada 
 
July 1994 Christmas in July at Warradale Hotel 
 
Christmas party after training at Marion Pool 
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1995  

 Membership Numbers: 84 
 
Coaches: Janet Malone, Vicki Hodgson, Linda Lehman, Julie Farrelly 
 
Competitions: 
3rd overall club in State Cup 
 
Long Swim Henley to Grange 1995 
 

 
Monica Osborne, Deb Carroll, Robyn Quinn, Jay Clark 
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Long Swim Henley to Grange 1995 

 
Howard Jarvis, Peter Cragen, Leigh Acfield, Meredith Taylor, Kent Taylor 
 
 
Social:  
March 1995 Picnic and Tennis Day at Belair National Park 
Farewell party for Brian Garvey and Linda Massola, relocating to Victoria 
Dinner at Glenelg 
Pancake Brunch and Christmas Party at Marion Pool 
Barbara Sanderson and Julian Carne’s Engagement 
 
General: 
 
Darryl Hawkes awarded Life Membership  
 
Helen Agostini awarded World Triathlete Champion for her age group 
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1996 

 
Membership Numbers: 83 
 
Coaches: Janet Malone, Vicki Hodgson, Linda Lehman, Julie Farrelly 
 
Training Venues:  
1996 Winter Training at Noarlunga Aquatic Centre 
Tuesday and Thursday nights 7pm to 8pm 
Saturday afternoons 4.30pm to 6pm 
  
1996 Summer Training at Marion Pool 
Monday morning 7am to 8am 
Tuesday night 6pm to 7pm 
Thursday night 6pm to 7.30pm 
Saturday morning 9.30am to 11am 
 
Competitions: 
Hosted 1996 Brighton Long Swim 
  
5-9 April 1996 AUSSI Nationals in Canberra 
Diane Ross 
Heather Carbone 
John Hood 
Robyn Quinn 
Marguerite Wardle 
  
Alice Springs Masters Games 1996 
Patron Doug Openshaw Aged 69 years swam in two record breaking 280 + Relay 
Teams with Ted Geary, Bill Stevens, Gordon Metcalf 
 
Aerobic Swim Time Trial August 1996 at Adelaide Aquatic Centre 
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Interclub 1996 – Barbara Carne 
 
Social:  
July 1996 Video Swim Pizza Night at Noarlunga Aquatic Centre 
 
General: 
South Australian AUSSI now has 642 members 
  
October 1996 Masters Swim Level 1 coaching course conducted by coach Janet 
Malone 
Chris Potter and Darryl Hawkes recognised at AUSSI 21st Anniversary Service Awards 
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1997 

 
Membership Numbers: 80 
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Training Venues:  
Winter Training at Noarlunga Aquatic Centre 1997 
Tuesday night 6pm to 7pm 
Thursday night 6pm to 7pm 
Saturday afternoon 4.30pm to 6pm 
 
Competitions: 
Hosted 1997 Brighton Long Swim with lunch afterwards at Brighton SLSC 
Brighton Long Swim Start 1990s 
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Brighton Long Swim finish 1990s 
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After Brighton Long Swim - Maryanne Heffernan age group winner. Club President 
Geoff Woods on microphone 
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After Brighton Long Swim – Ted Geary: Age group winner 
 

1998 

Membership Numbers: 76 
 
 

1999 

Membership Numbers: 67 
 
General: 
Membership continued in a downward trend, however more members were participating 
in Interclubs and Long Swims.  
Participating members increased while overall membership base declined. 
Wine selling fundraiser very successful with the club selling in excess of 150 dozen. 
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The club purchased a new banner to be displayed at competitions. 
 

 

2000 

Membership Numbers: 80 
 
Club Coach: Robyn Brown 
 
Social:  
Ruth Henty hosted a BBQ in April after last outdoor training session for the season. 
Orchid Inn club dinner night in June. 
 
2001 

Membership Numbers: 85 
 
Club Coach: Robyn Brown 

2002 

Membership Numbers: 79 
 
Club Coach: Robyn Brown 
 
Social: 
End of Summer Dinner at Brighton Hotel on 6th April. 
 
General: 
The club applied for and received an Active Club Program Grant of $3,500 from the 
State Government. 
 
Lane Leaders were appointed for each lane to pass on information and ensure 
swimmers adhere to lane etiquette. 
 
2003 

 Membership Numbers: 82 
 
Club Coach: Robyn Brown 
 
Training Venues:  
Summer Training Marion Outdoor Pool 
Tuesday 6pm-7pm 



Page 74 of 98 
 

Thursday 6pm-7.30pm 
Saturday 9.30am-11am 
 
Competitions: 
2nd March 2003 hosted Long Swim 
 
Interclub Competition Adelaide Aquatic Centre 
 

 
Jane Sutton, Neal Bertram 
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Jane Sutton and Tony 
General: 
Regular Sunday morning swims at Seacliff Beach commenced. 

2004 

Membership Numbers: 109 
 
Club Coach: Robyn Brown 
 
Competitions: 
 
National Championships Adelaide 2004 
 
 

 
Front Row: Robyn Brown,  
1st row: Maria Leonard, Marie Dingwall, Helen Walsh, Meryl Churchill;  
2nd row: Lesley Cooper, Ruth Henty, Kate Clark, Marguerite Wardle, Di Ross, Meredith 
Taylor, David Lindeberg;  
3rd row: Anthony, Neal Bertram, Jane Sutton, John Love, Linda Brett;  
top row: Dick Freeland, Jim Fuller, Nate Treanor, Peter Ballantyne  
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1st row: Di Ross, Robyn Brown, Helen Walsh, Jen Sturm, Serena Murphy;  
2nd row: Michael O'Flaherty, Ruth Henty, Peter Cragen, Peter Ballantyne;  
3rd row: Julian Carne, Andrea Kurauskas, Jane Sutton, Linda Brett;  
4th row: Anneliese O'Flaherty, Dick Freeland, Claire Nadya, Lesley Cooper, Mark 
Pilkington 
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Lesley Cooper, Linda Brett, Di Ross, Marguerite Wardle 
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Helen Walsh, Meredith Taylor 
 



Page 79 of 98 
 

 
Meryl Churchill, Meredith Taylor, Marie Dingwall, Helen Walsh 
 
 
Alice Springs Masters Games 
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Jane Sutton, Ruth Henty, Neal Bertram Helen Walsh, John Love, Lesley Cooper 
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Jane Sutton 
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Ruth Henty 
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Helen Walsh, Lesley Cooper, Linda Brett, Jane Sutton 
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John Love, Neal Bertram 
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Linda Brett, Helen Walsh, Lesley Cooper, Jane Sutton, Ruth Henty 
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Social: Orchid Inn Social Dinner 
 

 
Kate Clark, Robyn Brown and husband 
 

 

Vicki Hodgson, Jane Sutton, Claire Nayda, Darryl Hawkes, Neal Bertram 

General: 
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Proposed new constitution for the club was presented at the AGM in March 2004. The 
meeting voted unanimously to accept the constitution. 

2005 

Membership Numbers: 125 
 
Club Coaches: Robyn Brown 
 
Competitions: 
Lorne Pier to Pub 
 
 

Jane Sutton, Kate Clark 
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Ruth Henty, Marie Dingwall 

 
Serena Murphy, Kate Clark, Jane Sutton, Neal Bertram 
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Neil Bertram, Jane Sutton 
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Neil Bertram, Jane Sutton 
 
George Copley Challenge – Port Augusta 
 

 
Helen Walsh, Robyn Brown, Jane Sutton, Claire Nayda, Peter Ballantyne, 
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Social:  
August 2005 
25th Anniversary Function at Adelaide Sailing Club organised by Jane Sutton 
 
General: 
The very important Save our Outdoor Pool Campaign  
 
Marion Council advised that the Marion Outdoor Pool would be closed within the next 
few years and the council was not willing to commit to granting lane space to club 
swimmers in the new SAALC.  
At the 2005 AGM, the motion was supported that the Club should be more active in 
opposing the closure of the Marion Outdoor Pool.  
 
Marion Outdoor Pool Users Group spokeswoman Robyn Brown 
 
The campaign included, Petitions (with over 11,000 signatures), Letters, Protests and 
Newspaper articles Imploring Council to keep the Outdoor Pool open. 
 
Club Secretary 2005 Neal Bertram wrote a letter on behalf of club members to the 
council listing the club’s main concerns for local pool users: 
-Adelaide has a shortage of swimming space, especially outdoor pools 
-For health reasons, both physical and mental, we want to swim outdoors 
-We like easy access to the current pool 
-The current pool provides a peaceful, relaxing and healthy environment in which our 
members can exercise 
-As local swimmers we fear we will be pushed out of a State Complex and would like 
the Council to communicate and offer a commitment to us to match our current pool 
access. 
 
Former club president, Bill Stevens, passed away and many members attended his 
funeral. 
 
Coach Robyn Brown attended an advanced training course.  
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Darryl Hawkes with coach Robyn Brown 2005. 
In 2005 Darryl was awarded National and State Masters Swimming Life Membership. 
 
Social: 
 
25th Anniversary Dinner 
 

 
Claire and Michael Nayda 
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Robyn Brown and husband 
 

 
Marlene Kempster 
 
  



Page 94 of 98 
 

 

 
Darryl Hawkes, Monica Osborne, Helen Agostini 
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LIFE MEMBERS 

  
Robyn Brown 
Daryl Hawkes 
Maryanne Heffernan 
Ruth Henty 
Di Ross 
Jane Sutton 
Sybil Killmier (deceased) 
Chris Potter 
Neal Bertram 
Ian Young 
Heather Carbone 
 

Profile Diane Ross 

 

I started to swim at the school pool with the teacher holding a pole with a rope then a 

canvas strap around my middle, the water in those days were dark green, plus you 

could not see the bottom, I was about 10 years old, went on to swim in school meets, 

then joined a swim club. 

 I was one of the 10 odd people who started Master swimmers, Di Simmons was also a 

part of that group, not many of us left now. Josie Sanson was coach at Norwood Pool. 

Then Masters grew and Chris Potter and a few others decided to have our own club this 

side of town, so Marion club was born. So I have seen so many coaches come and go 

over the years, and they have all given me pleasure over so many years, thank you 

coaches, but my at my age sneak out before the hour is up. Keep swimming you meet 

so many nice people. 

 

Profile Darryl Hawkes 

 

My parents taught me to swim in the ocean at Brighton. 

My children swam for Prospect Crystal Pool amateur club. 

I made up the numbers in the inter club relays, This was my only competitive swim 

until I joined Marion AUSSI club in 1984. 

So I have been a member for 38 years. 
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My regular exercise was running around Victoria Park race course at lunch times. 

I tore my achilles tendon not having warmed up properly. So I started to swim at 

Doug Openshaws pool on Morphett road, Chris Potter saw me one day and 

suggested that I swim with Marion Masters. So I did. 

When my children competed at swimming I was bored sitting in the stand so I time 

kept and became a qualified timekeeper. I then progressed to being qualified 

marshal, check starter, starter, judge, recorder, AOE operator, turn judge, judge of 

stroke and finally a referee. Masters swimming qualified me as a masters referee 

and so whenever I competed I also refereed. 

I cannot remember when I was the club representative at the branch meetings for 

a year or so. 

My children convinced me to purchase a computer about 40 years ago. The first 

computer was a Commadore 45 the next was an Amiga. And then an IBM, I learnt 

to write computer programs which I used to record the club records. 

I was the club recorder from 1986 to 1994 then 1996 until I handed the task to 

Heather Carbone in 2018. 31 years. I also was the Membership Recorder and 

Registrar. For a few years I was Club Captain responsible for relay teams. I  used 

computer software to select the best combination. 

My proudest achievement was a gold in the 100 butterfly at the nationals in 

Melbourne. 

The social activities have changed over the years. After the interclubs in the 

eighties and nineties we always had an organised barbecue or dinner afterwards. 

In 1990 I was nominated by the club for the award of Seniors Volunteer South 

Australia. I was awarded runner up Seniors Volunteer SA for 1990. 

I received club life membership in 1995, I was the Branch and National recorder 

for many years and received life membership for both Branch and National 

activities (in 2005). 

I look forward to swimming in the future especially social activities. 
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